THE MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB'S 


CARRIE F 


ARRL SPECIAL SERVICE CLUB 


Volume XLII - Issue O02 - February 1995 
Editor - Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 


Distribution: Jay Caldis, KT6Y, Walt Ebbett, KB6QIB, 


and Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
The opinions expressed in the Carrier are solely those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of 


either the Board of Directors or membership of MDARC unless the author is a member of the MDARC Board of 


Directors and is sp 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Larry ~~ KB2GV ee 


Welcome to MDARC. 4995, new y and d retureing merbes! 


We enjoyed another successful ‘year under the leadership. of 
The ~ accomplishments _ and. 
paige of the club, ‘you. , the members, were far Liar : 


Dick Schulze, AASBOL. 


| instructors provide. an excellent foundation, the fundamentals. 
and help secure the stepping stones. for. advancing and 
‘becoming valued members of the amateur community. oe We 
must continue this by providing Elmers and sponsors: for 
technical assistance, cae with stations and operations, and . 


sence and fulfilled. Our auctions = provide aciedainnent. : 
good deais, an outlet for excess "stuff, aod raise funds for the. 

gets better 
and better Public service ee to o provide many ny valuable. 
services: to » nen communities and t group events: in the ~ 


tacbatals: APRS, Nets, and ATV continua. to involve ae 
people. The efficiency. and quality of all these are vey y highly 


—— in ihe. Pacific : Division and nation wide. BEES 


The board will be demining some inne term plans. - 
Where do we go? Weill be asking, how do we get there? 
How do we cover positive: dipesscril 5 for amateur radio? 


are » jooking for input ideas, while continuing to develo. a 
— ae a sacd ve | ae making a pee 


- More to c come, maybe! - 
Lary : 


baking in an official ca 


Tax & 73s, see ° ya! on nthe a air, air, 


aci 


Letter to the Editor 
Dick Brown, KT6X 


In a letter published in the Janauary 1995 Carrier a 
few of our members asked that the financial reserves 
of MDARC be spent or given away. The implication 
was that if the club cannot find a project that could 
benefit amateur radio than we should find some 
charity and give it away. This reminds me of a child 
with a nearly full piggy bank who feels he must 
spend the saving regardless of the value received. 


Any reserves MDARC has came from an enormous 
amount of work by many of our members during 
Club auctions, membership recruiting, PACIFICON, 
and estate sales. We did this work to advance the 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club and Amateur 
Radio. We did not do it to fund local charities. Nor 
did we want it spent on projects for which little 
thought had been given. The writers of last months 
letter were absolutely correct in asking for some 
planning on the part of the board, however. In 1994 
the Board invited the membership to make 
recommendations on projects that would benefit the 
club or Amateur Radio. These recommendations 
were to be reviewed by a steering committee and the 
results reviewed with the membership. Where are 
those recommendations? Were none of the projects 
any good? Even if the Board feels that we are not at 
a point were such investments make sense, they 
must share that with the membership now. 


FEBRUARY MDARC MEETING SPEAKER 
John Stuart, KM6QX 


Our February speaker will be Judy Adler, Executive Director of 
the Mount Diablo Interpretive Association. She will present a 
slide show of the unique geology, varied plant life, and 
numerous recreational opportunities available on Mt. Diablo. 
She will bring trail maps, guide books, and some free 
literature describing the Summit Museum her association 
operates. This should be a very interesting presentation, even 
for your non-ham guests, and get everyone eager to explore 
the mountain this Spring. Believe it or not, there is more to 
Mt. Diablo than repeater towers and the Field Day parking lot! 
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PROJECTED MDARC BUDGET FROM 
NOV. 21, 1994 MEETING 
(Revised December 12, 1994) 


Richard Shappee, WASHQJ LET'S EMPTY THE CLUB TREASURY! 


— 


‘Auction : ee ee 
Christmas Party =  ##  — $2,500 
DoorPrizes $1,500 
Education: 2 = 
Insurance — es 
‘Interest | rE 
/Memdues total ee SB 800: 
| PatchesiT-ahirts S00 
‘Refreshments oe ee oe Sree 
-Packet/APRS Training : 2 A ce ea 
PACIFICON ‘94 ee 


| subtotal 
EXPENSES 


Auction : oe ee 
CarrierPP&M =  — $7,000 
1Christmas Party = — $3,750 
‘DoorPrizes = = | $1,600 
‘Education = ——- $200 
Field Day = = =—<“<“—C—i 
‘Insurance j=  .. $1,500 
Membership . ee $4,500: 
Patches/T es oe ee eee 7" g 
Picnic — ? 
Refreshments 
Rent/Coffee — 
Scholarship Se SZ Cee 
StateFilingFees $= 83 
Telephone | cS a soargrn car uomieatcr 
Christmas gid aoe 

Christmas Prizes . 
Speaker : Gratuities = 
Schools and Libraries ae oe  $1,5 
Fecheu re Presa — - Ne 


“$24 795 5 


$3, 355 : 


"Corporate citizenship” is a term often heard in the 
hallowed halls, especially at election time. Public 
relations people are want to tell the public how their giant 
Clients in the business world are wonderful "corporate 
citizens." 

PG&E, the telephone company and the garbagemen 
have a cadre of people who have built entire careers 
telling the public of its “corporate citizenship" out of one 
side of the collective corporate mouth, while at the same 
time pleading an outrageous rate increase out the other 
side. 

in the January issue of the Carrier there was a 
proposal to empty the treasury of profits from 
PACIFICON. There was a suggestion that the money be 
given to some “worthwhile charitiy”. 

(The argument, “but we are a worthwhile charity” won't 
work. It's against the law to give the money back to the 
people who belong to the organization.) 

The Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club has always 
carefully considered its responsibility to the membership 
and the community with respect to excess funds. For 
one thing It is a sponsor this year of two $1,000 
scholarships to students who plan on continuing amateur 
radio in their adutt lives. 

For the rnost past everyone who is a member of 
MDARC is part of an ongoing “corporate citizen" program 
through participation in our many public service events; 
by participation in PACIFICON; through membership in 
the Sheriffs Amateur Radio Group; or checking into 
weekly ARES-RACES nets, or promoting the hobby by 
participating in our educational program(s). 

Just because MDARC happens to have a treasury that 
might total $25,000 or so, does not mean that we can or 
should empty the. coffers in favor of some non-ham 
related organization. Our charter (by-laws) says the 
organization was formed for the benefit of amateur 
radio. 

if the club does anything with funds “excess to need” it 
should be amateur radio related, (But by the same token 
the area doesn't need yet another ‘emergency van.) 
We are not a social service organization, nor wouki the 
membership want us to become one. 

If the club, by a vote of its membership, were to 
consider giving money away, then it might be proposed 
we get $10,000 in brand new one dollar bills and drop 
them from a bi-plane on a windy day. The resulting 
publicity would last just about as long as any other social 
service endeavor we might engage in. 

And by the way....who has determined the money in the 
treasury is excess to our needs? After all, the treasurer 
hasn't yet paid for yet another new Jaguar ard kilts! 

That's how | see it! 

Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 
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REPEATER RULE VIOLATIONS 
UNACCEPTABLE 


At the last Rocky Ridge Repeater meeting a discussion took 
place regarding maintaining the quality of our fine repeaters. 
We want the repeaters to be open 24 hours a day for personal 
and emergency use to all who dont abuse the privilege. 
However, recently the 2 meter machine has not been 
available for practical purposes because a few people who 
regularly use the repeater are deliberately using profane 
language and being rude and abusive to others attempting to 
use the machine. Many of you have complained that you 
could not monitor the frequency with your children present or 
have had to put up with insults or profanity. It was clear from 
the show of hands at the meeting that this behavior is 
completely unacceptable by all members. A number of steps 
are underway to heip eliminate this type of problem. You can 
help in this effort! If you find that someone you are in 
conversation with using unacceptable language or is abusive, 
discontinue your conversation immediately. You may wish to 
tell the person later over the phone why you took this action 
but do not argue or try to justify what you are doing over the 
air. Let a member of the RRRG steering committee or the 
MDARC Board of Directors know if you encounter these 
situations, the time, date and the call signs involved, if 
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possible. You may even wish to record the conversation for 
later reference. Lets get rid of these abuses! 


Dick, KT6X 


TIME CHANGE FOR RRRG MEETINGS 
Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 


Hello there. Must let you know about the time change for the 
RRRG meetings. New time is 1930. The next steering 
committee meeting is on March 10 @1930 @ Richard 
Shappee QTH. 


SPRING MDARC AUCTION 


Its time once again for MDARC’s Spring Auction; Friday, 
March 17, 1995. Sellers may commence to display their 
treasures beginning at 1800 hours. Doors are open to buyers 
with lots of spending money at 1900 hours. Don’t come with 
empty pockets for you'll miss the purchase of a lifetime. 


If you wish to help with setting up and running the Auction, 
please contact Dennis Fuller, KC6QHH, at (510)672-7469. 
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Mount Diablo Amateur 


Radio Club 

Meeting Minutes, January 20, 1995 
Richard M. Shappee, WA5HQJ 
Secretary, MDARC 


President Larry, KB2GV, brought the 
meeting to order at 8:00 PM. In his 
opening remarks he thanked the 
membership for their support and 
confidence. He also thanked outgoing 
president Dick, AA6DL, for helping to 
make a smooth transition to the new 
administration. Larry reminded us 
that people make the club, not the 
officers nor the Board of Directors. 
Larry went on to name many 
members who had contributed to the 
success of MDARC. 


He said that one of his objectives was 
to keep MDARC growing in how we 
help people and the community. He 


reminded us that we were a valuable | 


resource and that we had a duty to 
provide service to the community. He 
asked that members be sure to 
provide their comments and feel free 
to attend board meetings. He wants 
ideas concerning programs and needs 
help on ail of our committees. He toid 
us that it is our club, a club of the 
members and that he wants to have 
as much participation as possible. 
Copies of the proposed budget for 
1995 were made available. A 
question was raised concerning the 
budget item for books for schools and 
libraries. The membership seemed 
satisfied that we were spending their 
money properly. (The budget was 
subsequently moved for approval, 
seconded and passed unanimously. ) 


The first VEC session held was 
deemed very successful with three 
candidates passing their technician 
license and on upgrading to General 
(congratulations to all.) Then visitors 
were greeted and upgrades 
acknowledged. 

The minutes of the last meeting were 
approved. Membership Chairman 
George, KI6YK, reported that we now 
have about 635 members. Of these, 
470 have renewed their membership 
to date. Our experience is that about 
13% do not renew their membership. 
Directories will be available at the 
February meeting. 


Treasurer Frank, WA6NSC, was 
absent because of a neck problem. 
We all hope it gets better and that 
being treasurer is not the cause of a 


‘pain in the neck’. Dick, AA6DL, gave 
the treasurer's report for Frank, but 
didn't know the bank balance. He 
assured us that everything was under 
control as the account hadn't been 
fully transferred to Frank and he had 
not been able to spend any money. 
The membership collectively heaved a 
sigh of relief. 


The Club E.C., Sam KO6JR, reported 
that the date for RACES training had 
not been determined. He also 
expressed thanks for those who 
responded to the Martinez callout 
during the heavy rains. VP John, 
KM6QX, advised that the only known 
need for volunteers for a field event 
was the May 21 Soroptimist Bicycle 
Ride. Details to follow. Education 
Chairman Jim, WB6LQG, gave a 
report concerning the schedule for VE 
tests as well as the start of the 
MDARC classes on January 31 at the 
Pleasant Hill Adult School. 


ltems of general interest brought up at 
the meeting: 

> We are truing to re-activate the 
Sunday night technical net. Need a 
couple of people to help Jim Wallace. 
> Jim Titile, KC6SOE, had renewal 
notices available for the RRRG. 

> George Roush, KB6OFH, advised 
that the annual Picnic will be held on 
the third Sunday after the third Friday 
of July (23rd). 

> Dick, KT6X, gave a brief report 
concerning PACIFICON ‘95. We 
expect to have 25% more exhibitor 
space available and wider aisles. 

> Lauren, WA6CIE, Field Day 
Chairman advised that Field Day 
would be on the fourth weekend in 
June. Although band captains are in 
place, there is room for MANY others 
to be involved. 

> Lyle Van Norman, KB6DOW gave a 
brief report concerning shirts, jackets, 
hats, a new T-shirt and new colors. 

> The next auction will be in March, 
with another 1995 auction in 
September. 

> The February program will be put on 
by Judy Adler, the Executive Director 
of the Mt. Diablo Interpretive 
Association. Mt. Diablo is the antenna 
mount for our repeaters . 

> The 1994 Scholarships of $1000, 
each were awarded to Rob, KD6KGZ 
and Robert, KE6EKC. 
Congratulations, guys. 


President Larry announced that 
Committee positions were open for 
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Public Service, Technical Net and 
Treasurer Helper (to be involved with 
the inventory of MDARC assets.) 
Contact Larry if you can spend a little 
time to help your club. 

The program for the night was 
changed as the planned speaker could 
not make the meeting. Instead the 
members were treated (?) to a few 
video tapes produced by John, 
KC6ZMT and Richard, WAS5HQ4J. 
There being only two presenters and 
two prizes, each received one. 


The meeting concluded with the 
traditional drawings for prizes. 


A Note on the Vanity Call 
Larry Gansz. KB2GB 


Report No. DC95-19 Action in 
Docket Case January 24, 1995. 
Commission amends Amateur Service 
Rules to implement a vanity call sign 
system (PR Docket No. 93-305). 


In recognition of the strong sense of 
identity among amateur operators that 
is grounded in the call signs of their 
stations, the Commission has decided 
to offer a vanity call sign system to the 
amateur service community. The 
Commission will also resume issuing 
new club and military recreation 
station licenses. The Commission 
said these actions are fundamental to 
its commitment to putting the needs of 
the people first in providing the 
services that they want. 


Each new amateur station licensed by 
the FCC is assigned a unique call 
sign. An automated process selects 
the cail sign in accordance with the 
sequential call sign system. Until 
recently, the Commission was unable 
to accommodate the many thousands 
of requests from call signs of the 
licensee's choice. The Commission 
stated that one of its many steps in 
reinventing Government is __ to 
implement new licensing processing 
capabilities that make it practicable to 
grant such requests. 


The Commission will implement the 
new system by using a series of four 
“starting gates." The Commission 
will announce the opening of each 
gate by Public Notice. 
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Martinez Floods; Amateurs Called Out 
by Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


On Monday, 9 January 1995, the rain storm reached it peak. 
Water was coming down from the sky and was running off the 
hillsides into creeks. 


The Alhambra Creek in Martinez was overflowing and flooding 
downtown Martinez. Public Safety Officers were stretched 
very thin taking care of the downtown area. Yet, no one know 
if there was other damage to the other regions of Martinez. 
Jerry Boyd (KG6LF), Police Chief of Martinez, requested help 
from amateurs at about 1800 local time to patrol other areas 
of the City and report their findings. Areas found would then 
be taken care of by officials. Responding to this callout were 
Jim (N6BHX), Jean (N6LJE), Daniel (KE6NLV), Burt 
(KB6BGM), John (KD6QLH), Sam (KO6JR), Dick (KE6CEU), 
Alex (KD6VPH), Kent (KE6BFO) and Robert (KA6WAG). The 
tactical net was closed at 2100. These amateurs were greatly 
appreciated by the City of Martinez. To quote from a thank- 
you letter sent by Chief Boyd, “While your role may have not 
have seemed important to you, it was very important to us, in 
that it allowed a survey to be conducted in areas we were 
unable to respond to. Several problem areas were identified 
which would have gone unnoticed for a much longer period of 


1995 
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time, were it not for the involvement of amateur radio 
operators.” As MDARC Emergency Coordinator, | too wish to 
thank those operators who came out in the rain to help. Great 
Job!!! 73, de Sam, KO6UR. 


A Note on FCC Fines 


Some time ago the FCC increased fines for unauthorized 
operations on the airways from $1,000 to $8,000 per 
day/incident. This includes the operation of an amateur 
transmitter in the marine bands, the Coast Guard now reports 
non marine type accepted radios to the FCC. This is serious, 
as are creating interference, and making false distress calls. 


Last year an amateur was ordered to pay the Coast Guard 
$50,000 for a search resulting from his phony distress call 
and is subject to other stiff penalties, up to $250,000 fine, 
forfeiture of all radio equipment, and loss of license. 


a Contra ¢ ‘Costa Ham Radio Headcitirterd | 
A.E.A. interfaces, T.N.C’s & Antennas © 


Gordon West Books and Code Practice Tapes 
Larsen V.H.F. & U.H.F. Mobile Antennas & Mounts 


M.F.J. Keyers, Tuners, T.N.C.‘s, Switches & Access. 


Mirage V.H.F. & U.H.F. Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Osciliators 
P.C. Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Xmitrs. 
Van Gordon Antennas, insulators & Wire 
Yaesu H.F., V.H.F. & U.H.F. Transceivers & Acces. 


in Downtown Concord between Willow Pass Rd. & Concord Bivd. 
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MDARC Board of Directors 

Meeting Minutes, January 23, 1995 

Richard M. Shappee, WAS5HQ4J, Secretary, MDARC 

The regular monthly meeting of the MDARC Board of 
Directors was held at John Stuart’s house (KM6QX.) Guests 
included George Roush, WB6OFH, and Larry Bevier, 
KD6ZMH. Minutes of the last meeting were approved as 
published in the CARRIER. 


George, WB6OFH, reported on the 1994 Christmas Party and 
some minor problems that occurred. Notes have been made 
of George's observations for guidance in the next party. 
George advised that the recommended date for the MDARC 
picnic was July 23, to be held at the usual place, the Lafayette 
Reservoir. 


Treasurer Frank, WA6NSC, was absent because of a neck 
problem. Secretary Richard, WAS5HQ4\, read a letter to one of 
the scholarship winners, forwarding his check to him. 
Membership chairman George, KI6YK, reported that our 
membership stood at 498. Of these, 131 were in 110 
households. Since our membership renewal date is fast 
arriving, George handed out lists of members who had not 
renewed. As has been our practice in the past, these 
members will be contacted by phone. 


Sam Lipson, KO6JR, asked that the club consider offering 
license elements 1a and 1b, the code tests at 5 and 13 wpm. 
To do so would require an investment in an interface box and 
headphones. No action was taken but it is expected that Sam 
will come back to the Board with more specific information 
and a definitive plan and request. 


Sam also advised that classes would start January 31 at the 
Pleasant Hill Adult School. Chuck Patterson, K6RK, will teach 


the general classes and Paul Parker, WB6DHH, will teach the 


advanced and extra classes. The description of our classes 
as published in the school announcement leaves a lot to be 
desired. It was suggested that Jim Wallace, WB6LQG, our 
Education Chairman, should contact the school system so 
that description might be made clearer in the future. The 
issue of providing books to schools was discussed and it was 
decided that since Sam, KO6JR, had access to school lists, 
that he might provide this information to Ray, KD6BLS, so 
that we might provide both Handbooks and Now You're 
Talking. 


Larry, KD6ZMH, proposed a plan whereby we might aid 
schools to form amateur radio clubs. After lengthy discussion 
it was decided that the proper way to proceed was to 
determine how many schools had clubs and how many 
schools had teachers with licenses. John, KM6QX, suggested 
we might consider awarding grants to teachers who would 
make the extra effort required to make something like this 
work. It was also suggested that if a club already existed that 
we might consider an award to update the radio equipment 
they already had. Finally it was decided that the secretary 
should draft a letter of inquiry to the schools to be forwarded 
to the schools. 


Larry also described a plan to integrate 11 meter radios, 
amateur radio and emergency services. He has an 
agreement with Concord to implement such a system. The 
plan is that such a network would provide information 
concerning where emergency vehicles and personnel were 
needed during a disaster. 
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Further discussion was held concerning the expenditure of 
club capital funds. It was decided that Tom Seabury, 
KC6SYG and Richard, WA5HQJ, would become a committee 
of two to recommend to the Board at the next meeting 
specifics from the various proposals made by members. A 
final recommendation would be made to the membership at 
the March membership meeting. 


Open committee positions exist. These are Public Service, 
Committee members for the educational committee. 
Scholarship and someone to handle shirts, jackets and the 
like. 


An open item of old business was discussed. This concerned 
selling advertising space in the Carrier. It was moved, 
seconded and passed that we would sell, on an available 
basis, % page ads for $25.00 to members. The motion was 
made, seconded and passed. 


THE SOUTH COUNTY PACKET 
BBS CHANGES ITS CALL 


The South Contra Costa County full-service packet 
radio Bulletin Board station changed its call on 
February 1, 1995. Known since its inception over — 
six years ago as KI6YK, the popular BBS in San 
Ramon is now accessed with the call KD4CVR. 
The new sysop is club member Dale Goodman, 
KD4CVR, and he replaces the former sysop George 
Jones, KIGYK, who will be leaving the area. 
Operation of the BBS on 144.97 MHz will remain 
unchanged as it continues its vital function as an 
integral part of the East Bay Local Area Network. 


The digipeater on the same frequency at the 
Danville Emergency Operations Center has also 
change its call from KIGYK-3 to KD4CVR-3. It 
operates for those in the area who cannot access 
the BBS directly. 


NEW EC FOR SOUTH COUNTY 


Greg Nelson, WB6MBD, has recently been 
appointed by District Emergency Coordinator Larry 
Kaye, W6CPO, as the new Emergency Coordinator 
for the San Ramon Valley. 


Long an Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Greg 
has been active in County RACES/ARES activities 
for many years. Most recently, he has played a 
pivotal role on the County RACES Training Com- 
mittee, which has generated a number of excellent 
local and county-wide training sessions over the 
past couple of years. Greg replaces George Jones, 
KIGYK, as the South Contra Costa County Emer- 
gency Coordinator. 


Greg’s area of responsibility includes the incorpo- 
rated Town of Danville and City of San Ramon, as 
well as the unincorporated areas of Alamo, Diablo, 
Blackhawk and the Tassajara and Dougherty 
Valleys. 


The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Examiners Presents No-Code 
Novice/Tech Test Sessions. 


The tests will be conducted prior to the Mount Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club meetings which are held on the third 
Friday of every month. The meetings are located at Our 
Savior Lutheran Church 1035 Carol Lane in Lafayette CA. 
The tests will start at 6:30pm. No one will be accepted 
after 6:45pm. 


The tests will begin on January 20, 1995 and continue 
until further notice. These tests are sanctioned by 
the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club in conjunction with 
the all volunteer examination group. There is a fee of 
$5.90 for all tests except Novice. Re-tests will cost 
$5.90 each and are available time permitting. 


For further details contact: 
Jim Wallace: 510-427-4022 


Tony Stanton: 510-439-0189 
Sam Lipsom: 510-229-5705 
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RRRG Meeting Minutes 
January 18, 1995 
Richard M. Shappee, WA5HQ4, Secretary, RRRG 


The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael, 
KB6RMT. Minutes of the last meeting, as printed in the 
CARRIER, were approved as published. Treasurer Norma, 
N6EJZ reported that the balance in the bank account was 
$5700.83 with all bills paid. 


Chairman Mike announced that the RRRG_ Steering 
Committee will from now on meet Fridays before the following 
general meeting. Thus, the next steering committee meeting 
will be held on March 10, at 7:30 PM at the home of 
Secretary Richard, WASHQJ. The next regular general 
membership meeting will be on March 15 at 7:30, a change in 
time moved, seconded and passed. 


Larry Gansz, KB2GV, President of MDARC announced that 
the next MDARC meeting would be held on Friday, January 
20. The Board of Director's meeting will be held the following 
Monday at John Stuart's (KB6MX) home. All are welcomed. 
John Stuart then announced that the program for the meeting 
had been changed as the planned speaker can not be there. 
He will have Jerry White’s, WB6IZE, video projector and 
asked that everyone bring video clips to be shown. 


Under the category of old business, the status of the new 
controller for our repeaters was discussed. It is expected that 
it will be on the mountain in March. The color bar generator 
purchase has been deferred until we see another in use. 
Barry, KC6WYA, reported that the W6CX-3 node on Rocky 
Ridge was in operation using KC6SOE’s hand feild 
transceiver. The antenna will be raised 170 feet from its 
present location when weather permits. Crystals for the 
MICOR are expected in a week or so. They should be 
installed soon after receipt, about 4 days. He said that the 
system was about 50% complete and should be completed 
about March 1. 


The membership was advised that we need two more 
controller manuals, at a total cost of $40.00. The motion was 
made, seconded and passed to buy them. 


Other proposed expenditures were for a 200 watt amplifier for 
our 220 repeater, a 60 ampere power supply, and preamps for 
all three repeaters. Motions were made, seconded and 
passed to authorize expenditures of up to $700 for the power 
amplifier, $359 for the power supply and an amount not to 
exceed $500 for the preamplifiers. In response to a question 
concerning the age of our repeaters and the wisdom of 
spending more on them, it was stated by Keith, N6PMF, that 
our repeaters, except for the 220 machine, were state of the 
art. At some time we will probably want to replace the 220 
repeater with a commercial unit, but even at that time we 
would still need the amplifier. With these procurements we 
would have a 30 ampere power supply unused. A question 
was raised concerning the need for the 2-meter preamplifier if 
we were to go to voting receivers. Keith explained that we 
would still want the preamp. / 


A lengthy discussion was held concerning equipment loaned 
to RRRG. Two specific items were mentioned. One was a 
driver amplifier for the ATV system, owned by Jim, KC6SOE. 
The group authorized purchase of this unit for $80.00. The 
other item is the ATV PA which belongs to a non-member and 
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is a prototype unit. The group asked that we find how we can 
purchase a non-prototype unit. 


Secretary Richard, WA5HQ\, told the group that MDARC was 
in the process of establishing a means of identifying our 
property with property tags and a log. It was agreed that 
nothing further would be put on the mountain without such a 
tag. 


Director Dick Brown, KT6X, addressed the group concerning 
the language used by some persons on our repeaters. He 
said that he did not talk with persons who used objectionable 
language and suggested that others might want to do the 
same. Secretary Richard said the if we were to take such an 
action, those who were using the objectionable language 
should be told that ahead of time that their language was 
unacceptable. He said that he would contact those concerned 
and talk to them. This seemed to be acceptable to the group. 
A further subject concerned the usage of the repeater during 
commute times. It was pointed out that some persons not 
only monopolized the repeater during the day, some engaged 
in lengthy QSOs during commute hours. Richard said that he 
would also bring this to the attention of those involved. 
Commute hours were not clearly defined, but were considered 
to be at least the period of 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM. 


Barry, KC6WYA, gave a report on the W6CX-3 Digipeater. 
Larry Bevier, KC6ZMH, asked that we sponsor a GMRS 
repeater. The hardware would be donated to the club. It 
would be linked with 8 other such repeaters and would be 
available for emergency purposes. Larry was asked to make 
a presentation to the RRRG Steering Committee in March. It 
was also asked that Larry work with Keith, N6PMF, in his 
proposal. 


New members voted into RRRG were: AC6EE, Jack; 
KE6OEX, Mike; KC6QWC, Robert; KE6ITB, Barbara; 
KE6EGA, Ed: KE6EFZ, Sandy; KE6KYT, Rene; KE6PTT, 
Howard; KD6UTT, Jon; KE6LIP, Joyce; KD6JDD, Victor; 
KD6INX, Neal; KE6PJR, Ann. Also, K7SDF, Don, rejoined 
RRRG. 


The meeting adjourned at about 9:45 PM. 


A BIG THANKS TO GEORGE JONES, KI6YK 


The astute reader will notice a small change in the byline for 
the CARRIER this month, but in reality, its a huge change for 
both MDARC and the CARRIER. George Jones, KI6YK, has 
for as long as | recall been MDARC'’s membership chairman 
and handled the directory and directory updates. George has 
been critical to my success as Editor by providing clean, 
innovative articles each month, handling the directory 
updates, providing constructive editorial comment on 
improving the CARRIER and handling the CARRIER labels 
and mailing. George leaves a huge hole in MDARC and the 
CARRIER staff. His contributions will be sorely missed. 


As of this issue, George has handed the reigns over to Dick 
Schulze, AA6DL; who | am sure is just starting to appreciate 
the work handled by KIGYK. | am not sure what George or his 
wife, Lillian, plans are at this point, but | wish them the best 
and again my sincere thanks for all the help. 


The Editor, Greydon Hicks, KC6SLE 


The Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Presents Amateur Radio Classes: 


Starting on January .3ist 1995 


Time's 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

Place: Pleasant Hill Adult Education Center 
(The old Pleasant Hill High School) 
3100 Oak Park Blvd. Pleasant Hill CA. 


The classes will run for twelve weeks and will be held every 
Tuesday evening ending on April 18th. The final examination 
(open to all amateurs) will be held on April 23rd at 9:00am. 
The test will be administered by the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio 
Examiner Group. 


Although no specific texts are required, the following are 
highly recommended and shall be used as study guides by the 
instructors: | 


Novice/Tech: "Now You're Talking" published by the ARRL. 
General: ARRL General Class License Manual 

Advanced: ARRL Advanced Class License Manual 

Extra: ARRL Extra Class License Manual 


For further information contact: 


Jim Wallace 510-427-4022 
Tony Stanton 510-439-0189 


MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLULB CLASSS SCHEDULE FOR 1995 
WEEK 1: SIGNUPS, ORIENTATION, AND CHAPTER ONE. 
WEEK 2: CHAPTER TWO. 

WEEK 3: CHAPTER THREE. 

WEEK 4: CHAPTER FOUR. 

WEEK 5: CHAPTER FOUR & FIVE. 

WEEK 6: CHAPTER FIVE & SIX. 

WEEK 7: CHAPTER SEVEN. 

WEEK 8: CHAPTER EIGHT. 

WEEK 9: CHAPTER NINE. 

WEEK 10:CHAPTER TEN. 

WEEK ELEVEN: REVIEW & TESTING. 

WEEK TWELVE: REVIEW & TESTING, LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL, 
APRIL 18TH, 1995. 

TESTING: SATURDAY, APRIL 23RD, 9:AM, ALL CLASSES. 

MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO EXAMINERS. 


CONTACT: JIM: WB6LQG, 510-427-4022 
TONY: AC6GM, 510-429-0189 
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adio Club 

P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Meetings: 
Third Friday Each Month 
8:00 PM / 2000 hours 
Our Savior's Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


1994 Club Officers 
President: 
Larry Gansz, KB2GV 
(510)356-241 1 
Vice President: 
John Stuart, KM6QX 
(510)283-2797 


Secretary: 
Richard Shappee, WASHQJ 
(510)682-1644 
Treasurer: 
Frank Williams, WA6NSC 
(510)934-3036 
Membership Chairman: 
Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
(510)935-5000 3 
Emergency Coordinator: 
Sam Lipson, KO6JR 
(510)229-5705 
Directors: 


Tom Seabury, KC6SYG 
(510)837-4433 

Ray Gaschk, KD6BLS 
(510)933-3242 


(510)932-6125 


Contra Costa County 
ARES/RACES N 


Thursdays, 1900 Hours 


Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
(510)372-8248 


Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 
(510)432-3220 


Greg Nelson, WB6MBD 
(510)933-5381 


Rachel Lewellen, KB6LHR 
(510)233-5034 


Meeting of all County 
ARES\RACES Nets 


MDARC/RRRG QUAKE-NET INSTRUCTIONS 
Immediately after feeling an earthquake, listen to 147.060/+(100 pl). 


When frequency is clear, quickly and clearly transmit in the following sequence:: 
LOCATION, OBSERVATION, NAME and CALL SIGN. 
lf a Hospital or ARES/RACES net control is established, relinquish use of repeater and break only with urgent traffic using your 
CALL SIGN and LOCATION or CITY 


The Mount Diablo Amateur 


MDARC-PACIFICON HOT LINE 


Central County - 145.680/s 
East County - 146.535/s 
South County - 146.355/+(100 pl) 
West County - 145.110/- 


QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
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The Rocky Ridge Repeater 


Group 
P.O. Box 23222 


Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
xt 

Third Wednesday Of Odd Months 

07:30 PM / 1930 hours 

Stonebrook Convalescent Center 

Concord Bivd., Concord, CA 


Chairman: 
Jim Title, KC6SOE 
(510)432-3220 

Technical Chairman: 
John Hendrickson, WA6LKP 
unlisted 


147.060/+(100 pl) 
224.780/-(077 pl) 
441 .325/+(100 pl) 
ATV - Input - 1253.250 

Output - 427.250 (Cable CH 58) 


RRRG Nets 
Phone Net - Thursdays 

1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pi) 

Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 

ATV Net - Thursdays 

2000 Hours, Net Control: 

Mike Burke, KB6RMT, 

Alt.: Don Smith, W6ENKF, 

Youth Net - Thursdays 

1900 Hours, 147.060/+(100p!), Net Control rotates 


Contra Costa County 
Emergency Services HF Net 

First Thursday following 

first Wednesday, 

2000 Hours, 3.895 MHz 

Net Control: 

Sam Lipson, KO6JR 


Carrier 


Editor: Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 
4517 Shellflower Ct., Concord 94518 
(510)798-1251 

Folding: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 

Mailing: Walt Ebbett, KB6Q/B 
Labels: Dick Schulze, AA6DL 


Sheriffs Amateur Radio Communications Team 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
510)228-8223 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). This publication is open to all members of MDARC and it is the 
policy of this Editor to publish all articles submitted by the membership as long as such articles are not obscene, pertain to Amateur Radio, are of interest 
to the members of MDARC and space is available. Articles are due by the first of each month and are accepted on a first come, first in basis. Articles 
should be submitted by packet, KC6SLE @ KB6AML.#NOCAL.USA.NA or packet mailbox, KC6SLE-1 or by modem to the Doug Smith's No Name Yet 
bulletin board, File area #23, at (510) 827-5714 or delivered to the Editor in ASCII format on either 5.25" or 3.5" computer disk. The standard font is Arial 
9 point. The Editor's address can be found in the Carrier or MDARC Membership Directory. Articles published in the Carrier may be reproduced 
provided that such reproduction credits both MDARC and the author of the article. Copyrighted articles will not be accep 
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The Carrier 

a newsletter of the 

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


NEXT MDARC MEETING IS FEBRUARY 17, 1995! 
NEXT RRRG MEETING IS MARCH 15, 1995! 
SPRING MDARC AUCTION IS MARCH 17, 1995 


